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Comments
Outdoor spaces
The Monarch’s Way.  As mentioned previously, Dave Gill (CCTC) and myself are looking into the definitive route that runs across Ansford Hill to Lower Ansford Road and then continues  to Castle Cary via St. Andrews church. It is now  becoming clear that the very narrow and poorly surfaced “track” behind private properties was not part of the original MW route, and the combined footpath & road that runs past the principal houses in this area, with references to the Monarch having rested at Lower Ansford Farm (The Old House) or possibly at Ansford Manor House (destroyed by fire in 20th century.)
The owner of the field below Well Farm (who had developed the lower part of the site – now called Almsford Close) has responded to our complaint about the overgrowth on a public footpath (WN2/6), and has now cleared away the mass of vegetation and also demolished the dilapidated stable. The Heras metal fence sections are to remain.
We have responded to SC’s message regarding a parishioner’s request for a new memorial seat to replace an existing bench near the entrance to St. Andrew’s churchyard, in remembrance of Graham Clothier. His family have kindly offered to  provide funding for the seat and its installation, at the site overlooking Fairfield.
A meeting has taken place with a local parishioner who had recently contacted APC about a footpath (WN2/14) that is situated next to St. Andrew’s church, as it  is in need of attention ref accessibility.  This steepish earth bank has been in situ for many years (photo available), but as it has spread across part of the tarmac, it now needs to be cut back. This is a job that could possibly be carried out by our hedge cutting contractor, with them providing an estimate for the work.
Overgrown public rights of way are being cut back progressively, prioritising the most frequently used routes. On 23rd August, I saw a parishioner clearing up overhanging vegetation from the Hillcrest (School)  boundary wall next to the A371, and thanked him for his public spirited work, and making it safer for pedestrians, inc. school children – with passing heavy traffic literally a few millimeters away. His suggestion of safety barriers being installed on the footway kerbs was noted, and I will recommend this being discussed with Highways.
Planning applications
26/00214/FUL   Toybox front car park area to be converted into a children’s play area. Details/plans can be seen on Parish Online > Parish Layers > Planning applications 2026.
24/02946/REM  Land north of Ansford Hill – Amended plans submitted on 30th July.   See all amendments on Parish Online, including new site layout for 200 homes. A response from APC has recently been submitted to Planning South officers.
21/00061/OUT  Phase 2 of the Woodforde Meadow development, for approx. 34 homes that is awaiting a decision by SC. The site has been surveyed by a specialist  consultancy on behalf of Abri, to assess natural wildlife habitats, and the report is now available on Parish Online.  Also, work started on 18th August, to install a secure timber boundary fence around the site, as the former fence had deteriorated in several places. At Carter Close (Phase 1), the locked gate on the western border has been removed, allowing access to public footpaths across a private green field* (routes WN2/3 & 2/4 and beyond).
*This field is currently subject to a consultation with reference to a possible proposal for a 100 dwelling development, that does not have direct and independent road access.


 


