Annual Meeting of Ansford Parish – 14th April 2025 
1. Attendance
The Annual Parish Meeting for Ansford Parish was held with the following present:
· Somerset Councillor: Henry Hobhouse
· Ansford Parish Councillors: Henderson, Houlton, Parker,  Edwards, Pinnions
· Members of the Public: Approximately 30 residents attended.
2. Chair’s Report
2.1 Highways and Safety Improvements
The upgraded zebra crossing on the A371 by Ansford School was initiated and fully funded by Ansford Parish Council (APC), reflecting the Council’s ongoing commitment to improving local road safety.
2.2 Maggs Lane Playing Field
APC continues to pursue the legal adoption of Maggs Lane Playing Field from Somerset Council. The Council reiterated its intention to provide modest amenities on this well‑used community space.
2.3 Section 106 (S106) Funding
The Chair outlined the legislation governing S106 contributions, emphasising that these funds must be used to mitigate the impact of development within the parish where the development occurs.
2.4 Fairfield
 APC is committed to meeting its one‑third financial contribution where required, but remains concerned that the current governance structure does not provide APC with a formal vote or decision‑making role, despite the potential for shared liability.
The Council therefore intends to ensure that any future arrangements relating to Fairfield are incorporated into a new legal framework being developed. This will provide clarity on responsibilities, ensure proper oversight, and protect all parties—particularly in relation to Health & Safety and safeguarding obligations.
· It remains committed to paying its one‑third share of costs, as agreed in the original 2018 arrangement.
· It is concerned that the brevity of the 2018 agreement leaves APC without voting rights on ongoing arrangements, despite potential liability for Health & Safety and Safeguarding compliance.The Chair explained at the request of a parishioner,that CCTC did not follow its own safeguarding and Health and Safety policies when allowing events on Fairfield. Despite our raising concerns ,these were not considered by our co-owners. This presents a moral and commercial dilemma for APC with its joint responsibilities/liabilities A as joint owners.
· It wishes to establish a new legal framework to ensure clarity, accountability, and proper governance going forward.
· APC Councillor Parker, a practising solicitor, has been asked to lead this work on our behalf.


2.5 Community Support
APC continues to support:
· Local charities, including Cary Cares.
· Residents of Mulberry Meadow, who are experiencing ongoing issues with Stonewater.
· Residents of Elms Lane where some are losing their gardens into the A371
· Residents close to the A371
3. Parishioner Comments and Questions
· A resident expressed a desire for Ansford to develop a more distinct identity. This was noted.
· A resident asked why APC was not supporting the Donald Pither Pavilion. APC explained that its first duty is to provide modest facilities at the regularly used Maggs Lane field; once this is achieved, it will consider other projects.
· A resident from Mulberry Meadows thanked APC for their continued support.
· A resident raised concerns about speeding on the A371 and congratulated APC on its ongoing Highways Safety work.
4. Close of Meeting
The meeting concluded at 8:00pm.

