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ANSFORD PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES
held at Caryford Community Hall on 10th September 2025

Present: Cllrs. Henderson [Chair], Houlton, Edwards, Leary, Parker and Pinnions.

K Messenger, Somerset Council.

In attendance were five members of the public.

The meeting opened with a presentation on the Glastonbury Train Link Bus Service.

There were no Public Observations or Questions.

1. Apology was noted from the locum clerk.
2. DP declared an interest in part, of item 7.4
 3.    An item of HR was agreed to be dealt with ‘in camera’.
      
4.   The previous meeting’s minutes could not be approved in the absence of the clerk. AP and FH commented on an omission in the report on highways when Councillor Messenger advised APC to speak to Somerset Councillor Claire Sully.

5.   There were no reports from the police.   KM gave an update on the financial state of Somerset Council, along with a request that parishioners are asked to report any blocked drains or gullies. CE to post on website link.

 6.  There were no new planning applications. APC had been consulted by Backhouse Ltd  on Phase2 of Lovel’s Farm. It had been agreed between all parties and SC Highways that the development would include a zebra crossing on the upper part of Ansford Hill. DH reported that in preparation for meeting Backhouse, APC had investigated S106 obligations for Phase1. It has been confirmed by Somerset Council that Backhouse provided approximately £100,000 (capital and commuted sums) to SSDC, to provide a play area with equipment at Bartlett Square. SSDC/Localities Team had done nothing since it was deposited in 2015 and the monies are at risk of being clawed back by the developer, ref the10 year timeline. APC has put in an urgent expression of interest with the support of the SC s106 officer. This is a shocking situation. 
There has been no decision on the Station Green reserved application by Somerset Council. DH asked Unitary Councillor KM to chase this.
 
7.1  The application for the co-option of Mrs. Summer Easeman onto the Parish Council was successful and the Declaration of Interest was duly signed. Councillor Easeman then joined the meeting.   Proposed FH Seconded CE 6/0
 
7.2  Davito’s Circus. As no documentation (safeguarding/risk ssessment/insurance/public liability) had been presented by CCTC, APC were unable to resolve to support Devito’s Circus hiring of Fairfield next season. It was noted that the hire charge for Fairfield had been reviewed by CCTC without consulting APC, the joint owner of Fairfield. 

7.3  Three quotes had been received for a new SID. Elan City was accepted as the most favourable at £2,400 + vat. The smaller, lighter version was agreed, to enable the efficient installation/handling for each change of location. The council also voted on the need to install mounting brackets for each post. CE is to provide an android smartphone to assist with the downloading of data from the existing SID.  Proposed DH Seconded AP 7/0


7.4  It was agreed to allow the grant applications for £500 from (A) Caryford Hall for the  pantomime and (B) Castle Cary & Ansford Carnival Society for their event. Questions were asked about prioritising local people. APC are to ask Caryford Hall to ensure that the grant enables free tickets for children under 12 from A&CC. The grant is conditional on this assurance and an explanation as to how this will be achieved.   
Proposed DP Seconded CE 7/0
A grant of £500 was agreed for The Carnival Society to be ringfenced for the children’s event.  It was noted that APC’s maximum grant is £500, as stated on the application form.  Proposed RL Seconded FH 7/0

7.5 No date could be decided for a joint meeting with CCTC, as the clerk was not present.

7.6  It has proved difficult to get three quotes for a footpath handrail near St. Andrew’s Church, therefore a quote of no more than £570 was accepted for the work. 
Proposed AP  Seconded DH 7/0

7.7  DH agreed to represent APC at the 2025 SALC AGM & Conference on 3rd October, in Bridgewater.

7.8  APC awaits further information on the Good Neighbour proposals, and asked RL to circulate a report on the recent meeting. 

7.9 AP said that Somerset Council offered Bikeability schemes through primary Schools. SE commented that her children had not benefited and it was up to the individual schools if they took up the offer. It was acknowledged that there was a particular safety issue on the new estates and DH asked AP to ask if we could sponsor an event. It was recognised that many of the children do not go to CC primary school.

7.10 Defibrillator training was provisionally booked for 6th December 2025. Caryford Hall to be approached regarding siting one outside the hall with an integral bleed kit, given the proximity to Ansford Academy and the A371. APC to approach Caryford Hall and Ansford Academy regarding this matter. DP to speak to school. Proposed DH Seconded DP 7/0

7.11 Response to the Somerset Local Transport Plan is to be held over until next month. It was noted however that Ansford was not mentioned anywhere in the draft plan, but only referred to Castle Cary, despite a major road (A371) and railway station being located within Ansford parish.

7.12 Three proposed strategic objectives were agreed by APC:   
1. Wellbeing & Safety -  2. Parishioner Engagement  3. Amenities & Community Benefit       Proposed CE Seconded FH 7/0 

7.13 It was agreed to set up a working group to liaise with the four new housing developments at Station Road. The Chair or Vice Chair will preside and it will meet quarterly. This group will feed information to APC, thereby increasing parishioner engagement, for the benefit of the community.  Proposed FH Seconded DH  7/0

7.14 It was noted that a meeting has been set up on 23rd September to secure available funds from Somerset Council for a play area at Lovells Farm. Councillor Easeman will join DH and FH.  See also item #6, above.

7.15 Could not be carried out as there was no clerk present. CE will circulate info at the next meeting. 

7.16 It was agreed to amend the standing orders, that Draft Minutes are to be published no later than ten days after APC meetings. It was also agreed that all councillors with portfolios will provide a monthly report that will be published with the agenda. DH to provide a monthly report template. Proposed DH Seconded FH 7/0

7.17 It was agreed to begin holding bi-monthly APC surgeries on Saturday mornings. The first one will be on 27th September 2025 at 10.30 a.m and will be attended by the Chair and Vice Chair, in the Churchhouse room (to be booked), and the events will be advertised on social media & on the website. Proposed DH Seconded FH 7/0

7.18 The Community Review scheme is to be held over until next month. All councillors are asked to do their own research before the next meeting. The review will focus on transport and parish amenities.


8.1.  Communication has been sent to Elan Homes regarding their responsibility for clearing materials from the watercourse on their land, that has caused flooding. The clerk will be asked to contact CCTC, for them to advise Abri about this, regarding the land north of West Park that shares the same watercourse.

      8.2. APC is to challenge the Somerset LCN ruling that town & parish councillors are barred from attending and voting remotely at annual general meetings. CE is to contact the co-Chair, Tim Carty.

8.3 FH reported that we had received a disappointing letter from Gary Warren of Highways, refusing to look further at a speed restriction for the A371, despite the 40mph speed limit from Shepton Mallet to the road junction to Lamyatt. KM  advised that we should contact the portfolio holder Richard Wilkins at SC.

8.4 Fairfield.  AP reported that she had had no reply to emails sent in April and then to the clerk and all councillors of CCTC in July, requesting that they let us know what it is that they object to in the Terms of Reference for the working group for Fairfield. A reply and apology was received to a further email sent on 31st July, but nothing substantive has been received since.

8.5. No further report on the football pitch, off Maggs Lane. 

8.6. Parishioners have been in contact regarding rubbish collections at Mulberry Meadows. DH has had a site meeting with Stonewater (the housing provider for Mulberry Meadows) and the issues now appear to have been resolved.

FINANCE

9.1 APC were unable to approve two invoices regarding Fairfield maintenance as there was still no itemised invoice provided by CCTC,  as already requested at the last meeting. This will be repeated, once again.

Items 9.2, 9.3, 9.4 9.5 & 9.6 were held over until next month.

10. The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 8th October 2025 at Caryford Hall, starting at 6.30pm.

The Chair closed the meeting at 8.30pm.
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